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MISSION WHO WE ARE

The Northeast Landscape Wildlife The committee and its working group
Conservation Committee provides represent:

leadership and direction on efforts related + Wildlife agencies from the 13

to large-scale landscape conservation Northeast states and the District of
needs and opportunities, including Columbia

developing and coordinating shared * U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
priorities and interjurisdictional efforts. * U.S. Forest Service

e U.S.D.A. Natural Resources
Conservation Service
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NEAFWA'’S UNIQUE ROLE IN LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION
IN THE NORTHEAST

NEAFWA is uniquely positioned to advance strategic landscape-scale conservation
in the northeastern U.S. Collectiviely, its member agencies are empowered to be
leaders in this work through:
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PROGRESS IN 2025

In January 2025, the committee developed a 2025 workplan to emphasize 4 major
areas of work: communication, mobilizing resources (or increasing project funding),
reducing costs and barriers, and aligning partner networks. Progress in 2025
includes:

Communication
* Developed a communications plan and a range of products
Y (story_map, fact sheet, website, top line messages, and a story
- about a regional Brook trout and cold-water habitat project)

e Met with the Northeast Conservation Information & Education
Association to discuss coordinated communication about
landscape conservation

Mobilizing resources

e Co-developed a vision and priorities within focal landscapes
together with other NEAFWA committees

e Co-developed 2 funding proposals to support connectivity
and wildlife corridors in the region with partners

e A next step will be identifying how to support coordinated
implementation of updated State Wildlife Action Plans

4|6

|io .
Ia’. .

Reducing costs and barriers

e Engaged with other NEAFWA committees to identify barriers
to multistate project funding and implementation

* |Investigated ways to support regulatory streamlining

Aligning partner networks

e Continued engagement with Appalachian People and Places,

PY Salt Marsh Collaborative, Staying Connected Initiative, and the
New England Governors / Eastern Canadian Premiers
’il Connectivity Working Group

e Co-organizing a session at the Regional Conservation
Partnerships gathering in November in Massachusetts,
entitled, “Coordinating Across Geographies, Scales, Strategies,
and Sectors to Improve Conservation Outcomes for All”
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https://highstead.net/insights/2025-rcp-network-gathering/
https://highstead.net/insights/2025-rcp-network-gathering/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2e957a04a47b4edea10a4a9b405c5b7f
https://fws-fileshare.box.com/s/z2c0sjuhwmkoqj2039ucl47y7q104cs8
https://www.neafwa.org/landscape-conservation.html
https://fws-fileshare.box.com/s/956t8s7s9qin72qjrpius36vkyg7gq9s
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Fstory%2F2025-06%2Fscaling-brook-trout-conservation-delaware-river-watershed&data=05%7C02%7Clisabeth_willey%40fws.gov%7C2f43d9cc455e4cba658b08dda9169cd7%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638852636755406257%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T14vQxOzhXojWn5iI6hQg8aXnn9mEw%2BAeYKVJ5i%2FHhw%3D&reserved=0

CONTINUED PROGRESS IN PRIORITY LANDSCAPES

The committee continues to emphasize its seven priority landscapes and themes in
the Northeast with a special focus on the Appalachian Corridor and Atlantic Coast.
The more than $20 million in funds leveraged through America’s Ecosystem
Restoration Initiative and other sources continue to advance conservation in these
priority landscapes, including:

Collaberating with USFWS and . L
midwestern states to enhance .
fish and wildlife habitats, o N
improve infrastructure, and 2
increase resilience in the . *
Northern Forest Mo

&

Supporting "Working Lands for
wildlife” outreach for the
conservation of Northeast turtles e -

Detroit
o

Enhancing cold water i *
conservation for brook trout - Wy
across Pennsylvania, New Jersey, onioy
and New York apolls

_Cincirjiat

Building a unified conservation ; .- 3
frameworkfor Central / o~
Appalachia ; 7 & _Raleigh

Fhadatte

Atlantic Coast

Appalachian Corridor

Highlands LEARN MORE Resilience and
and Streams ‘l\aﬁloc;::lﬁ:: Habitat Restoration
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INCREASING CONNECTIVITY

After identifying lack of capacity as an obstacle to implementing landscape conservation
on-the-ground, the committee helped support a project funded by the Delaware River
Basin Restoration Program to support coordination capacity for cold-water aquatic
connectivity in the watershed and a complementary project funded by America’s
Ecosystem Restoration Initiative to support the restoration work itself.

Building off that success, the committee worked with partners to develop two
complementary connectivity project proposals in 2025: 1) emphasizing terrestrial
connectivity, breaking down traditional taxonomic silos, and 2) a proposal to support a
region-wide connectivity framework.

Efforts like this to keep large, natural systems healthy and connected is only possible
through regional coordination and the collaboration of both state and federal partners,

and it has lasting co-benefits. . .
Lasting co-benefits from landscape

conservation

Sustains working forests, fisheries,
and farms—supporting jobs in
forestry, agriculture, and outdoor
recreation.

Reduces flood risk, protects
infrastructure, and safeguards
communities from extreme weather.

Expands public access to nature for

s : hunting, fishing, and recreation,
The recent, collaborative cold-water connectivity project builds boosting tourism and community well-

on years of work by conservation partners in the Delaware River being.
watershed to restore stream habitat, including the removal of the
Columbia Dam (above) and subsequent habitat restoration in the
Paulins Kill River, a tributary to the Delaware River. Such
projects, when connected at the regional scale yield big impacts
for landscape conservation, wildlife, and communities.

by

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Partners working at any scale can support conservation in Pl ::E oUR
shared priority landscapes. Even small actions that improve STORYMAP TO LEARN
connectivity between habitats make a big difference for MORE

wildlife at the regional scale, especially projects that:

» Conserve lands and waters in wildlife corridors
e Upgrade road-stream crossings
» Manage and restore habitat for at-risk species
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https://www.neafwa.org/landscape-conservation.html
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2e957a04a47b4edea10a4a9b405c5b7f



